
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STORM ADVISORY 
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Volume 3, Issue 1 

Parents: 
 

It is hard to believe that by the time you 

read this letter, the first quarter of the 

school year will be over.  The start of the 

school year has been a busy one with 

much to celebrate. We received our 

FCAT results over the summer and I 

can’t express how proud I am of my 

teachers and most importantly the 

students. Our overall results showed an 

increase in 38 points from the prior year. 

We have not received our school grade 

yet but I am quite proud of the progress 

we have made on the FCAT.  We 

increased our performance in almost 

every area and that shows that our 

teachers are focused on the academic 

success of their students.  Stay tuned for 

our school grade which should be out in 

late November/December. 

 

 I urge all parents to continue their 

constant watch over their child’s grades. 

Continue to use the Parent Internet 

Viewer to check grades and attendance on 

a weekly basis. Please do not hesitate to 

contact your child’s teachers if you have 

any questions or concerns. We are 

sending home progress reports every 

three weeks again this year in an effort to 

improve our ability to help your children 

and communicate better with the parents. 

Parents, please be sure that we have your 

correct phone number to ensure you 

receive our phone dial out messages.        

I  would also encourage you to sign up 

for our email messages. All you have to 

do is go to our school website 

(www.celhs.osceola.k12.fl.us) 

 and sign up for the CHS email list. It is 

a great way to stay informed. 

 

 We are continuing to offer extra help 

for our students through STAR period 

on Thursdays and we will have after 

school tutoring on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays for math, writing, science, 

and Language Arts. We also have a 

wonderful 21
st
 Century program that 

enables students to participate in 

academic and enrichment activities after 

school with a bus ride home for those 

who participate. 

 

We are off to an outstanding start and I 

would like to thank everyone for their 

help. Our Celebration family of students 

is continuing to grow and we are also 

adding to our teaching staff. Our goal is 

to continue to improve student 

achievement and help prepare our 

students for their future after high 

school. Please do not hesitate to call 

anyone on my academic team if you 

need any assistance. 

 

From the Principal’s Front 

 

Inside this issue: 

 

1 

IB Program 2 

AVID  2 

Volunteer Opportunities 2 
 

New Attendance Policy 2 

Out of Field Teacher 
Report 

3 

Athletics 3 

Testing News 3 

College Corner 4 

Important Dates 4 

  

 

Celebration High School  

http://www.celhs.osceola.k12.fl.us/


 

 

It’s a new school year and 

AVID came out swinging! Over the 

summer, there was a change in AVID 

leadership at Celebration and a new 

coordinator was hired by Dr. Rhinehart. 

Ms. Kelly Myers was promoted to the 

position of Dean of Students and Ms. 

Erin Williams has taken her place. Ms. 

Williams comes to Celebration High 

School with two years of experience as 

the Coordinator at Liberty High School.  

Another change in the AVID team 

occurred after Mr. Mike Meechin was 

promoted to the position of Testing 

Coordinator. The Celebration Storm 

welcomes Mr. Mark Miller as the 

newest AVID Elective teacher. Both 

Mr. Miller and Ms. Williams are so 

excited to be part of the Storm AVID 

family! 

September has been a very 

busy month for AVID! On September 

13, approximately 60 AVID students 

from all four grade levels skated the 

night away at Skate Reflections in 

Kissimmee. It was a huge success and a 

great ―welcome back‖ activity for all 

students.  

 

 Pre-Diploma (Pre-IB) students have also 

embarked on their journey toward the 

Diploma Program by engaging in 

rigorous courses designed to prepare 

them for the work ahead.  In addition to 

course work, the students are required to 

complete a minimum of 25 hours of 

community service in both 9th and 10th 

grades.  Students must document these 

hours on the Pre-IB Community Service 

Log form or by obtaining documentation 

from the non-profit group for which they 

are providing a service.  All hours should 

be turned in to the IB Office as they are 

completed. 

The 2011-2012 school year is going to be 

an exciting time for all Pre-IB and IB 

students!  Thank you for supporting your 

students in their academic endeavors! 

 

The 2011-2012 school year brings the exciting 

addition of the International Baccalaureate 

Diploma Program to Celebration High School.  

The IB class of 2013 has begun their study in 

the IB curriculum, the first of two years of this 

exciting journey!  May of 2012 will bring the 

first IB exams for CHS – IB Psychology and 

Information Technology in a Global Society 

(ITGS).   Exams for all other subjects will be 

given in May of 2013.   

The IB Diploma Candidates have begun their 

work on their CAS requirement (Creativity, 

Action and Service).  The students have all been 

given access to ManageBac for the purpose of 

proposing activities and projects, documenting 

the learning outcomes, and reflecting on their 

experiences.  Parents of 11th grade IB students 

should have also received an email from 

ManageBac with login instructions.  This 

program provides a way for you to monitor your 

student’s progress toward the core requirements 

for the IB Diploma.  Please notify Mrs. Manion, 

the IB Coordinator, if you are unable to access 

the ManageBac system. 

 

 

 

 

The start of each new school year brings 

opportunities to get involved with your child’s 

education and support the efforts of the school to 

provide a high quality educational experience for 

your child.  Please consider registering as an 

OASIS Volunteer.  OASIS is the Osceola County 

School District’s volunteer program established 

more than 35 years ago to build the partnership 

between home, school and the community in the 

education of all students.  By registering, you will 

be joining the more than 11,000 parents and 

community members who give of their time and 

talents in support of our schools.  Registering is as 

easy as visiting https://volunteer.osceola.k12.fl.us/ 

and completing a short registration form.  Upon 

completion of the application and the required 

background checks, you will be asked to attend a 

very brief orientation at the school or district 

office, and then you will be ready to go! 

If you are already one of the hundreds of parents 

who volunteer here at Celebration High School, 

we THANK YOU!  Please use the newly 

established link on our CHS home page to 

document any volunteer time that you are unable 

to document by checking in and out in the front 

office.  Logging your volunteer hours is important 

for our school as we apply once again for the Five 

Star School Award and the Golden and Silver 

School Awards.  Thank you for the support you 

give to our students and staff! 

 

What’s On the CHS Radar:   
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 Also, College Week was the week of 

September 26-30, and the AVID 

students participated in ―College on the 

Beach,‖ a chalk art activity illustrating 

and promoting various universities 

throughout the United States and the 

world. AVID Parent Night was also held 

on September 27, providing information 

to AVID parents and families about the 

activities planned for this school year. 

 AVID continues to grow at 

Celebration High, and there are more 

than 160 students participating in the 

program. The Class of 2012 will proudly 

represent the first AVID graduating 

class. The seniors are working diligently 

on college applications and scholarships 

and we expect to announce great news 

about admissions in the spring! AVID 

college visits are being planned, students 

are excelling in the rigorous honors and 

Advanced Placement classes, and guest 

speakers are coming to Celebration! If 

you are interested in being a speaker in 

the AVID elective class, please contact 

Ms. Erin Williams at 321-939- 6600. It’s 

going to be a great year! 

 

AVID FORECAST 

IB FLURIES 

This year we are introducing a few changes to our 

attendance incentive program here at CHS.  In 

order for any student to be eligible to participate in 

the incentive program, he/she may have no more 

than four unexcused absences by the end of the 

1st quarter and no more than six unexcused 

absences by the end of the semester.  At the 

beginning of the second semester, requirements 

will start over with no more than four unexcused 

absences by the end of the 3rd quarter  and no 

more than six unexcused absences by the end of 

the semester. 

If a student maintains eligibility, the student WILL 

be qualified to participate in club or class 

sponsored field trips and dances (this includes 

Homecoming dance and Prom), and the student 

WILL be entered in quarterly incentive drawings. 

If a student loses eligibility, the student WILL 

NOT be permitted to participate in club or class 

sponsored field trips and dances (including 

Homecoming dance and Prom), and the student 

WILL NOT be entered in quarterly incentive 

drawings. 

Students and parents  may check their attendance 

totals on Parent Internet Viewer.  If any student or 

parent has questions about eligibility for the 

incentive program, you may contact Susan Holder, 

attendance dean, at 321-939-6604. 

 

in ACTION! 

 

NEW CHS STORM ATTENDANCE  

INCENTIVE PROGRAM 
 

https://volunteer.osceola.k12.fl.us/


 
 
Hello. My name is Michael Meechin, and I am the new Data and Assessment coordinator at Celebration High School. I wanted to take a moments 
to introduce myself and explain my role at CHS. 
 
Previously, I was a teacher in the Social Science Department and also an AVID Elective teacher, spending my last eight years at CHS. Now in my 
new role I will be able to assist more student and parents as they work toward graduation and college acceptance and admission. 
 
At CHS, I am charged with coordinating our Dual Enrollment Program through Valencia Community College. I also work with the Advanced 
Placement Program coordinating all of the AP Exams. With regard to the PSAT, SAT, and ACT ς I am the point of contact for information about 
registration, test preparation and also exam waivers. I also work with the CollegeBoard to coordinate the distribution of college application 
waivers for those CHS students whom qualify. 
 
In my new role, I will be hosting parent workshops on college admissions, application process, entrance testing, and financial aid. Please keep an 
eye out for information regarding these events. I am also proud to announce the launch of a new area on our website called the STORM Forecast.  
 
You can find the STORM Forecast by going to our website (http://www.celhs.osceola.k12.fl.us) and clicking on the STORM Forecast link on the 
right. There you will find a wealth of information, such as: 

¶ Financial Aid Information 
o Bright Futures 
o Scholarships 

¶ PSAT, SAT, ACT Exam Information 

¶ College Search Sites 

¶ College Visits at CHS 

¶ NCAA Eligibility and Clearance 

¶ Action Plans 

¶ and much, much more... 
You can also follow CHS on Twitter (www.twitter.com/chsstormύΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άǘǿŜŜǘƛƴƎέ ƻǳǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǘŜǎǘ ŘŀǘŜǎΣ 
and scholarships for Celebration High School students. 

 
I look forward to my new role here at CHS and helping students move beyond high school and on to greater endeavors. If you think that I can be 
of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at school. 

 
 
 

               
Athletic Saturation Points 

. 
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 The Celebration athletic teams are well underway with the fall season and the winter season is just around the 

corner. It is with great excitement that I report that there have been many team and individual accomplishments 

this year achieving and breaking personal and team goals. Success is not based on wins and losses, rather the 

accomplishment of goals set by team and coaching staff members.  

The field that we currently refer to as The Stadium will be renamed to John Bushey Stadium in honor of the 

former Celebration principal. The dedication ceremony will take place on October 28 at 6:25pm prior to the 

football game with the unveiling of the new sign that will sit atop the Stadium scoreboard.  

The athletic department encourages the Celebration community to show support of the athletic teams by 

attending an event and wearing your purple, black and white.  

 

Please visit the Celebration Athletic page at www.c2cschools.com for more information.  

GO STORM!! 

 

    

Listed below you will find the teachers that are 

teaching out of field at Celebration High School.  They 

are working toward their certification in these areas. 

¶ J. Bassetti    ESOL 

¶ S. Cole     ESOL 

¶ A. Jacobs     ESOL 

¶ E. Kennedy ESOL 

¶ J. Rode     Drama 

 

 

¶ E. Scrivens    ESOL 

¶ J. Tessler       ESOL 

¶ L. Vaughn     ESOL 

      Reading 

 

 

 

STORM Out-of-Field Teacher Report 

http://www.celhs.osceola.k12.fl.us/
http://www.twitter.com/chsstorm
http://www.c2cschools.com/


 

                    

                   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Celebration High School 
1809 Celebration Blvd. 
Celebration, FL 34747 

(321) 939-6600 

¶ 11/21-25/11  Thanksgiving Break - No School 
¶ 12/6/11  7:00 pm AWinter Band Concert - Theatre 
¶ 12/7-9/11  Science Fair - Media Center/Theatre 
¶ 12/13/11  6:00 pm Night of the Arts - Theatre 
¶ 12/14/11   5:30 pm SAC Meeting - Media Center  
¶ 12/19-1/2/12  Winter Break - No School 
¶ 1/11/12  5:30 pm SAC Meeting - Media Center 
¶ 1/16/12  Martin Luther King Day - No School 
¶ 1/17/12  7:00 pm PTSA General Assembly Meeting - Media Center 
¶ 1/23/12  End of 2nd Grading Period 
¶ 1/24/12  7:00 pm Lit to Life - Theatre 
¶ 1/27/12  Teacher Work Day - No School 
 
 

¶ 10/6/11  7:00 pm Fall Choir Concert - Theatre 
¶ 10/12/11  PSAT Testing 
¶ 10/12/11  5:30 pm SAC Meeting - Media Center 
¶ 10/18/11  Picture Day - Makeup Day 
¶ 10/20/11  End of 1st Grading Period 
¶ 10-21-24/11  No School - Teacher Work Days 
¶ 10/28-30/11 OFF Book Play - "Working" - Theatre 
¶ 11/1/11  7:00 pm Fall Band Concert - Theater 
¶ 11/3/11  Report Cards Sent Home 
¶ 11/9/11  5:30 pm SAC Meeting - Media Center 
¶ 11/11/11  No School - Veteran's Day 
¶ 11/17/11  Progress Reports Sent Home 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING FORECAST 

Mission Statement  

Celebration High School is a challenging and rigorous educational 

learning community that is dedicated to the preparation of students to be 

life-long learners and contributing members in a rapidly changing world. 

 

Administration  
Principal:  Dr. Laura Rhinehart 

Asst. Principal:  Ms. Yvette Ponzoa 

Asst. Principal:  Dr. Peter Straker 

Asst. Principal:  Mr. Gary Weeden 
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Bright Futures Updates 

There have been some very important changes to the Bright Futures Scholarship. These changes are effective immediately for the 

class of 2012 (current seniors) and include: an increase in the number of community service hours required, an increase in test 

scores for the Medallion level scholarship, and an additional requirement to participate. The specific changes are: 

New Community Service requirements: 

É Florida Academic Scholars—FAS       100 hours (up from 75) 

É Florida Medallion Scholars—FMS       75 hours (up from 0) 

É Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV)     30 hours (up from 0) 

É  

Test Scores for Florida Medallion Scholars – FMS (there were no changes to the FAS level): 

É 980 SAT (up from 970) 

É 21 ACT (up from 20) 

 

Additional Requirement: 

É Students and their parents/guardians are now required to submit a FAFSA before a Bright Futures scholarship will be 

awarded. Note: The FAFSA does not need to demonstrate financial need since the Bright Futures scholarship is an 

achievement award  
 

The changes are specific for the class of 2012. Additional changes will be rolling out for the next few years so please visit the 

following link for the changes that may affect your student http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/newsrenew.htm 

 

Guidance STAR Period 

The CHS Guidance Counselors are now available during STAR period to help Junior & Senior students in the Purple and Silver 

Labs. Students must sign-up in advance in the CHS Guidance office. Then on Thursdays during STAR, they will have the 

opportunity to meet with their counselor and receive assistance with college & scholarship applications, ACT & SAT registration, 

and any additional areas they have questions on for their counselors.  

 

COLLEGE CORNER 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/newsrenew.htm

